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Hyatt Regency Crown Center – Kansas City, MO

Conference Agenda
Monday, March 30th
Noon – 5:00 pm

Pre-Conference Sessions

Tuesday, March 31st
8:00 – 12:00 pm

Pre-Conference Sessions

1:30 – 3:00 pm

Welcome to the Heartland 2009

· Nicholas Lammers, Acting Regional Administrator, USDOL/ETA Region 5
Opening Session:  The Economic Road to Recovery in the Heartland
Dr. Paul Harrington, Associate Director, Center for Labor Market Studies, Northeastern University, discusses the Midwest Labor Market in a deflationary economic context.      

3:00 – 3:30 pm

Networking Break

3:30 – 5:00 pm 
General Session:  Implementing the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act

· Byron Zuidema, Senior Advisor, DOL Stimulus Act, will provide an update on ETA’s implementation plans and next steps. He will lead our discussion of the opportunities and challenges in this important piece of legislation.
5:00 – 6:30 pm

Networking Reception

Wednesday, April 1st
8:30 - 10:00 am
Super Session:  The Midwest Innovation Initiative (MI2) Achieving Flexibility during Uncertain Economic Times
· The MI2 presents a comprehensive look at the auto industry and supply chain complexities, including a panel discussion by representatives from workforce development, the auto industry and the AFL-CIO.  
Workshop

· New Directions for Department of Labor’s Youth Programs
 

10:00 – 10:30 am
Networking Break

10:30 – 12:00 pm
Workshops

· Autocoder:  The Benefits of Accurate Occupational Coding to Reemployment and Retraining 
· Layoffs in Nebraska: On the Horizon of Change in Employment 
· Michigan’s Green Jobs Initiative 
· Expanded Summer Youth Programs
· Capacity Building and the Use of Technology with ARRA
12:00 – 1:30 pm 
Networking Lunch

· Secretary Hilda Solis invited

1:30 – 3:00 pm 

Workshops

· Getting the Worker to the Right Services Right Now through Partnerships and Effective Triage
· Green Pathways:  A Data-Driven Approach to Defining, Quantifying and Harnessing the Green Economy 
· Missouri’s Pre-Employment Training Partnership Forum
· Strategies for Addressing the School Drop-Out Problem
· Social Networking 
3:00 – 3:30 pm

Networking Break

3:30 – 5:00 pm

Workshops

· Front-Line Decision Making Tools to Improve Reemployment Strategies
· Green Jobs in the New Midwest Economy
· Layoff Aversion – Iowa’s Workforce Partnership with Economic Development
· Strategies for and Benefits of Multi-Agency Collaboration for Serving Youth 
· Why Testing Matters:  Effective Assessment Policy and Practice for Positive Literacy and Numeracy Performance

Thursday, April 2nd
8:00 – 9:30 am

State-Specific Strategic Action Planning  
· State-Specific Strategic Action Planning:  Participants will build the foundations for Reemployment, Recovery and Reinvestment Action Plans.   
Workshop

· Effective Case Management Systems
9:30 – 9:45 am

Break

9:45 – 11:15 am
General Closing Session:  Capturing Where We Go From Here
· Call to Action -- Report outs from states on their Strategic Action Plans, followed by the Inspirational Story of Recovery from Steve Hewitt, City Administrator, Greensburg Kansas, and ending with a Panel of Leaders from ETA, EDA and Apprenticeship to tie together and capture “where we go from here." 
11:15 
AM

Adjourn
