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What is disabilityworks?

· disabilityworks is an initiative of unprecedented partnerships with the Illinois Department of Commerce & Economic Opportunity, City of Chicago and the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce. 

· Mission Statement:  The disabilityworks initiative will increase economic and employment opportunities for people with disabilities while meeting business workforce needs throughout the State of Illinois through the development of collaborative partnerships between the private and public sectors. 
Why are we here?
· disabilityworks is the result of the Mayoral Task Force on Employment of People with Disabilities, a three-year collaboration between City and State government officials, as well as representatives from the business, nonprofit and disability communities.  

· disabilityworks and our partners are committed to a multi-faceted approach to reducing the high unemployment rate of people with disabilities while helping businesses meet their workforce needs and increase consumer markets and diversity outreach.   

· As an initiative of the Chicagoland Chamber of Commerce, which has 2,600 members, disabilityworks has the benefit of the Chamber’s prominence in the business community.  
What do we do?
· disabilityworks outreach is focused on several constituencies: businesses, people with disabilities, nonprofit service providers, Chicago public schools, and healthcare institutions. 
· The Chicagoland Business Leadership Network (CBLN) is a business-to-business consortium designed to help employers understand, utilize and benefit from people with disabilities in both the labor and consumer markets.

· Small business development center where accessible materials and assistive technology are available and staff have been trained to assist people with disabilities.

· The Chicagoland Provider Leadership Network (CPLN) is a network of nonprofit service providers.  CPLN enhances providers’ capacity to deliver services to their target populations for job placement, training, and educational opportunities.
· Expanded employment opportunities in the non-profit sector through networking and education. 
· Increased awareness of access to work incentives and supports to people with disabilities through workshops, resources, and information and referral.

· Inclusion and access of K-20 student in healthcare career education programs targeting youth with disabilities in the Chicago Public Schools. 
· Strategically employs disabilityworks Resource Coordinators across all Economic Development Regions in Illinois in order to increase the economic and employment opportunities for people with disabilities and to carry out the mission of disabilityworks. 
· Develop partnerships with Chicago metropolitan healthcare institutions to promote hiring of people with disabilities and provide disability sensitivity training. 
· Our website, www.disabilityworks.org, offers a wide range of valuable job placement and resource information for people with disabilities, businesses, and service providers.
If you would like more information please contact us: 

· Karen McCulloh, Executive Director, disabilityworks 312.494.6713

· Diana O’Daniel, Managing Director, CBLN 312.494.6726

· Joe Chiappetta, Managing Director, CPLN 312.494.6729
· Jennifer Leach, Managing Director, CSSI Healthcare Industry 312.494.6784
· Jonathan Wheat, Managing Director, Special Projects 312.494.6702
· Joshua Scanlon, Executive Assistant, disabilityworks 312.494.6714
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